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Listeners of Anne Perryâ€™s bestselling William Monk novels feel as if theyâ€™ve experienced the

many shades of Victorian London, from Belgravia to Limehouse, from drawing room to brothel. In

Execution Dock, Perryâ€™s first Monk novel in three years, we find ourselves on the bustling docks

along the River Thames. Here the empireâ€™s great merchant ships unload the treasures of the

world. And here, in dank and sinister alleys, sex merchants ply their lucrative trade.The dreaded

kingpin of this dark realm is Jericho Phillips. On his floating brothel, sex slaves are forced to endure

unspeakable acts. Now one such soul, thirteen-year-old Fig, is found with his throat cut, his tortured

body tossed into the river.Commander William Monk of the River Police swears that Phillips will

hang for this abomination. But the miscreant is as wily as he is monstrous, and his wealthy clients

seem far beyond the reach of the law. Monkâ€™s attempt to bring about justice becomes the first

electrifying episode in a nightmare that will test his courage and integrity.However, reinforcements

are on the way. Monkâ€™s wife, Hester, who runs a free clinic for abused women, draws a highly

unusual guerrilla force to her husbandâ€™s causeâ€•a canny ratcatcher, a retired brothel keeper, a

fearless street urchin, and a rebellious society lady. To one as criminally minded as Phillips, these

folks are mere mosquitoes, to be sure. But as he will soon discover, some mosquitoes can have a

deadly sting.This gripping, terrifying story hurtles toward a denouement that will leave the reader

breathless but cheering. Execution Dock is Anne Perry at her incomparable, magnificent best.
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It is 1864 in Anne Perry's "Execution Dock," and William Monk is the head of the Thames River

Police. His wife, Hester, is a trained nurse who runs a clinic at Portpool Lane, where she and her

staff give free medical care to destitute people who are sick or injured. As the story opens, Monk is

on the brink of capturing the ruthless Jericho Phillips, a sadist who runs a "floating brothel" on which

he uses and abuses young boys and sells their services to gentlemen of means. The police suspect

that Phillips tortured and murdered at least one child named Walter Figgis who rebelled against him.

Monk is anxious to arrest Phillips and see him tried and hanged. However, even if Monk were to

take this fiend into custody, would he somehow find a way to escape punishment? Sir Oliver

Rathbone, "arguably the best attorney in London" and a friend of Hester and Monk, also becomes

embroiled in the Phillips case with unexpected consequences.Monk and Hester are anxious to learn

the truth behind Phillips' uncanny success at keeping himself out of prison. Who is protecting him

and why? In addition, they are determined to clear the name of Monk's late mentor, Commander

Durban, whose integrity has been called into question. Durban hated Phillips but was never able to

prove the charges against him. Monk and Hester risk their lives to bring Phillips to justice, not only

for Durban's sake, but also for the vulnerable boys at risk while this monster is at liberty to ply his

loathsome trade. Hester and her associates question anyone who may have relevant information,

while Monk studies Durban's notes and tirelessly follows up every lead.Readers who have cared

about Hester, Monk, and Rathbone over the years will notice that Monk has matured.
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